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A locator tool for orienting a medical device with an implanted adjustable valve 


an indicator of a desired orientation of a valve; and 

means for coupling with the physical characteristic of the valve to indicate a specific 
378 orientation of the valve. 

j). An indicator tool for indicating the current setting of an implanted adjustable valve 
with a physical characteristic that indicates a specific orientation of the valve and a magnet 
indicating a current setting of the valve, the tool comprising: 

means for magnetically coupling with'the magnet in a valve to indicate a current 
setting of the valve; and 

means for indicating the current setting of the valve 

i 

An adjustment tool for changing the current setting of an implanted adjustable valve 
with a physical characteristic that indicates a specific orientation of the valve and a magnet 
capable of changing a current setting of the valve by physical movement of the magnet, the 
tool comprising: 

means for magnetically coupling with the magnet in the valve to move the magnet 
to change the current setting of the valve; ^ 
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means for moving the magnet in the valve to move the magnet to change the current 


4. A system for indicating the current setting of an implanted adjustable valve with a 
physical characteristic that indicates a specific orientation of the valve and a magnet 
indicating a current setting of the valve, the system comprising: 


a locator tool comprising: 

an indicator of a desired orientation of a valve; and 

means fofp^phng with the physical characteristic of the valve to indicate a 
specific orientation ofthe^alve; 
an indicator tool ^omprisirijj 

means for ri^agneticsttly Coupling with the magnet in a valve to indicate a 


\ 


current setting of the valve; 


means for indicating the current setting of the valve. 

5. A system for changing the currwrt^etting of an implanted adjustable valve with a 
physical characteristic that indicates a specific orientation of the valve and a magnet capable 
of changing a current setting of the valve by physical movement of the magnet, the system 
comprising: 

a locator tool comprising: 

an indicator of a desired orientation df a valve; and 
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414 A means for coupling with the physical characteristic of the valve to indicate a 

415 specific orientation of the valve; 

416 an adjustment tool comprising: 

417 means for magnetically coupling with the magnet in the valve to move the 

418 magnet to changeythe current setting of the valve; 

419 means for moving the magnet in the valve to move the magnet to change the 

420 current setting of ^ie v^iye. 
421 

422 6. A system for determiiiipg a\d changing the current setting of an implanted 

423 adjustable valve with a physical ^ara^teri^What indicates a specific orientation of the 

424 valve and a magnet capable of changing k clurrmt setting of the valve by physical 

425 movement of the magnet, the system compr^sing^ 

426 a locator tool comprising: 

427 an indicator of a desired orientation of a valve; and 

428 - means for coupling with the physicaj characteristic of the valve to indicate a 

429 specific orientation of the valve; 

430 an indicator tool comprising: 

43 1 means for magnetically coupling with the \pagnet in a valve to indicate a 

432 current setting of the valve; and 

43 3 means for indicating the current setting of the yalve 

434 an adjustment tool comprising: 
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means for magnetically coupling with the magnet in the valve to move the 
magnet to change the current setting of the valve; 

means for moving the magnet in the valve to move the magnet to change the 
current setting of the valve. 

7. A method of orienting a medical device with an implanted adjustable valve with a 
physical characteristic that ideates a specific orientation of the valve, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a locator tool haVin^an indicator of desired orientation of a valve and 
having means for coupling, with the p^pfcal characteristic of the valve that indicates a 
specific orientation of the valve; 

palpating the valve to det&mine ifc physical characteristics; 

setting the locator tool over a ^rtiomof the valve so that the locator tool is 
mechanically coupled to the physical characteristic of the valve that indicates a specific 
orientation of the valve. 

8. A method of indicating the current setting of an implanted adjustable valve with a 
physical characteristic that indicates a specific orientation of the valve and a magnet 
indicating a current setting of the valve, the method composing the steps of: 

providing a locator tool having an indicator of desired orientation of a valve and 
having means for coupling with the physical characteristic of thp valve that indicates a 
specific orientation of the valve; 
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pro\iding an indicator tool having means for magnetically coupling with a magnet 


457 

458 in a valve indicating a current setting of the valve and having means for indicating the 

459 current setting of\the valve; 

460 palpating wk valve to determine its physical characteristics; 

46 1 setting the locator tool over a portion of the valve so that the locator tool is 

462 mechanically couplptoi^e physical characteristic of the valve that indicates a specific 

463 orientation of the valye; 

464 coupling the indicator \ool 6\the locator tool to align the indicator tool with the 

465 locator tool; 

466 wherein, the current se\^jng\»f ttipN^lve is indicated by the indicator tool. 
467 

468 9. A method of changing the ciirrera settinkof an implanted adjustable valve with a 

469 physical characteristic that indicates a specific orientation of the valve and a magnet capable 

470 of changing a current setting of the valve by physical rpovement of the magnet, the method 

47 1 comprising the steps of: 

472 providing a locator tool having an indicator of desired orientation of a valve and 

473 having means for coupling with the physical characteristic of the valve that indicates a 

474 specific orientation of the valve; 

475 providing an adjustment tool having means for ikagnetically coupling with the 

476 magnet in the valve to move the magnet to change the current setting of the valve; 

477 palpating the valve to determine its physical characteristics; 


478 
479 
480 
481 
482 
483 
484 


i 


24 


setting the locator tool over a portion of the valve so that the locator tool is 
mechanically coupled>p>the physical characteristic of the valve that indicates a specific 
orientation of the val\ e; 


coupling the ai 
locator tool; 



ol to the locator tool to align the adjustment tool with the 


moving the magnet to change the current setting of the valve. 
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